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66 [Aug. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips it was 

Resolved, That the Society, at the Business meeting in September 
next, proceed to the election of a Vice President in place of Dr. 
Griffith, deceased. 

ELECTION. 

Dr. James C. Fisher, of Philadelphia, was elected a Member, and the 
following were elected Correspondents of the Academy : — John R. 
Bartlett, Esq., of New York, and T. Charlton Henry, M. D. of Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. 



Avgust 2<M. 
Dr. Morton, President, in the Chair. 

A letter was read from M. Alfred Malherbe, President of the Nat. 
Eist. Soc. of Metz, France, dated May 29th, 1850, acknowledging the 
receipt of his notice of election as a Correspondent. 

A letter was read from Dr. Franklin B. Hough, dated Somerville, 
New York, August 12th, 1850, accompanying the donation of a col- 
lection of minerals from that vicinity, and stating his desire to make 
further contributions in this and other departments, if agreeable to the 
Society. 

A paper by Mr. Cassin, describing new species of Birds of the 
genera Paradisea, Pastor and Buceros, and intended for publication in 
the Proceedings, was read and referred to Dr. VV ilson, Dr. Townsend, 
and Mr. E. Harris. 

A paper was read entitled, "Descriptions of ten new species of 
Crinoidea, from the sub-carboniferous Limestone of Iowa, collected 
during the U. S. Geological survey of Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minesota, 
in the years 1848-9, by David Dale Owen, and B. F. Shumard, M. D. :" 
which being intended for publication in the Journal, was referred to 
Mr. Conrad, Dr. Wilson, and Dr. Morton. 

A paper was also read entitled, " Notice of fossil remains brought by 
Mr, J. Evans from the ' Mauvais Terres,' or bad land.* of White River, 
150 miles west of the Missouri, by D. D. Owen, J. G. Norwood, and 
John Evans," of which the following is an abstract : — 

This remarknble collection consists of numerous teeth, fragments of bones, 
and twenty skulls, some of which last are in an excellent state of preservation. 
They belong to the orders Ruminantia and Fachydermata. For the present, the 
authors of the memoir propose to give only a general and provisional descrip- 
tion, as the ba<ds of a full report on a future occasion. The following species 
are particularly noticed. 

1. Palseotherium? Proutii. These remarkable remains are thus named in 
compliment, to Dr. Prout, of St. Louis, who first noticed them in the American 
Journal of Science and Arts. The generic characters, however, are not yet 
satisfactorily decided. 

2. Another species is allied to Chceropotamus, and still more to Ilyracoihtrium, 
but is probably distinct. The bones, skulls, and teeth of this animal were 
found, with the greater part of the other remains, in a flesh-colored calcareous 
marl. 
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Mr. Evans' reports have traced the cretaceous formation, with its character- 
istic fossils, from the mouth of the Iowa river to about 300 miles below the 
Yellow Stone. In this region of country, and west 130 miles from Pierre 
Chouteau, (on the Missouri four miles above Teton river,) Mr. Evans noticed 
the following fossils: — Nucula Hammeri?, Ammonites Conradi, Morton, Inocer- 
amns Crispii? Inoceramus planus, Inoceramus mytilloides?, Inoceramus 
Cuvieri, Nautilus Dekayi, Morton, Cuculloea vulgaris, Morton, Pholadomya 
occidentalis, Morton, Gryphoea Pitcheri, Morion. 

Also — two species of Avicula, a Lucina, a Pyrula ?, several undetermined 
species of Ammonites and Baculites, two species of Scaphites, and a Diceras? 

On Sage creek, a southern tributary of the Chayenne, heading on the "bad 
lands," Mr. Evans obtained three species of Inoceramus, two of Ammonites, 
Nautilus Dekayi, Cuculloea vulgaris, &c. 



August 27th. 

Dr. Morton, President, in the Chair. 

The Committee to which was referred Mr. Cassin's paper, read at 
last meeting, reported in favor of publication in the Proceedings. 

Descriptions of new species of Birds of the genera Paradisea, Pastor, and 
Pucervs, and a proposition to re-name others of the genera Alcyone and Ili- 
rundo. 

By John Cassis. 

1. Paradisea Wilsonii, nobis. 

Form. — Specimen about to be described probably not fully adult, somewhat 
mutilated, skin of the hinder part of the head wanting. Plumage compact, 
with elongated feathers from the sides of the neck, and two plumes having 
their origin at the base of the tail, which latter are curved into circles of about 
one inch diameter. First primary spurious, third and fourth longest and 
nearly equal. Exposed portion of the plumage of the back, thread-like ; 
feathers on the belly broad and truncate. Subgenerically related to Paradisea 
magnifica, Lath. 

Dimensions. — Total length of skin from tip of bill to end of tail about 7J- in., 
wing 3|, tail 1J inches. 

CoUrs. — Back crimson, which color is completely enclosed by an edging of 
black, and forms a somewhat cordate mantle. Large nuchal spot pale yellow. 
Front and chin black. Wing coverts and quills hair brown, greater coverts 
and primaries narrowly edged, secondaries and tertiiries broadly edged with 
crimson, some of the more exposed tertiaries almost entirely of this color, 
and tipped with black. Tail and coverts above and below hair brown. Orna- 
mental plumes of the tail steel blue. Elongated feathers on the side of the 
neck black, with a beautiful coppery lustre, and tipped with bright green. 
Under parts from the neck to the abdomen silky green, the feathers brown at 
their bases, and having intermedial (between the brown and the green colors) 
triangular spots of a deeper glossy green, inclining to blue upon the neck and 
breast; truncate feathers of the sides and belly tipped with deep shining 
green, posterior part of abdomen dull brownish black. 

Ilab. — New Guinea? 



